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2020 was also a year of opportunities. The role of ed-

ucation was valued more than ever, and we witnessed 

in practice that education needs to keep pace with technological 

development. All our programs are about this. I am hopeful that 

with our large community we will be able to implement all our new 

and ambitious initiatives and make educational advancement our 

strength, thus earning our right to live in peace.

Sona Koshetsyan 
Executive Director of the Ayb Educational Foundation 

The challenges of 2020 proved that all sectors of public life, 

including education, must be able to respond quickly to the crises. Faithful to 

its motto, “The best education for all,” Ayb united the whole community of 

benefactors and partners during the pandemic and war, striving to make its 

numerous projects accessible to all students of the Republic of Armenia and 

Artsakh, including the most remote places. In a year full of hardship, we were 

once again convinced that our strength lies in the unity of our community.
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Based on the circumstances, all the projects of the Ayb Educational Foundation were aimed 

at overcoming the crisis through innovative technologies and establishing an educational 

system that is able to ensure the continuity of the education process. One of Ayb’s largest 

projects, Khan Academy’s Armenian-language platform, which already has a large database 

of educational materials and facilities for distance education, was like oxygen for the 

Armenian educational system in the process of transition to distance education. Our schools 

adapted to changes very quickly. Ayb School and Dilijan Central School were one of the firsts 
to start distance education, serving as an example for other schools and even state bodies. 

Based on the pandemic situation, Ayb transferred two of its mass competitions, Kangaroo 

and Meghu, to an online platform. The Tournament of Young Chemists was held entirely 

online.

In 2020, Ayb continued its mission to develop the institution of patronage in education in 

Armenia, remaining faithful to its adopted principles of socialization. Thanks to that, the 

Ayb Scholarship Fund was replenished, and it became possible to make the best education 

accessible to many learners, regardless of their financial status. We tried to promote a 
new culture of cooperation in Armenia; Ayb found partners who made their contribution 

to education on a pro bono basis. 

Ayb believes in the idea of changing the future through education, 

and establishing a strong and developed state in that way. 

Our contributions are aimed at the implantation of these ideas. But 

the scourge of war in Armenia in 2020 united the Ayb community 

around the issue of also providing financial support to the homeland. 
As a result, the community, together with its friends, transferred 

USD 125,118 to the Hayastan All-Armenian Fund through fundraising.

2020, a year full of hardship, proved once again the most promising and 

perspective ones are the contributions to the field of education, which will allow 
to create the best future for all learners through knowledge, regardless of their 

social status and the situation in the country and the world. All the efforts of Ayb 
now as ever are directed to the realization of this priority goal.
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OF GOVERNANCE
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Ayb School is a foundation. It’s a non-profit non-governmental organization 
that doesn’t have owners, shareholders or stockholders. 

Chairman, Deputy Director of ABBYY, 

co-founder of the Ayb Educational

Foundation, Armenia 

President of VISA CONCORD GROUP, 

Armenia, RF 

Founder of HiQu Capital, co-founder of 

the Ayb Educational Foundation, USA 

Founder of Melinet CJSC, Armenia 

(till December 2, 2020) 

Founder of ABBYY, iiko and Platius, co-founder 

of the Ayb Educational Foundation, USA 

Individual investor, USA

Deputy General Director of EPAM, RF 

Aram 
Pakhchanyan 

Artak 
Hovhannisyan 

Ashot
Mkrtchyan 

David Yang
(Gagik Grigoryan, 

representative)

Levon 
Ghazaryan 

Kharen 
Musaelian 

Samvel 
Dovlatyan

The Board of Trustees:

The Ayb Educational Foundation is governed  by the  Board of Trustees, which has already become 

an exemplary model, as it guarantees governance transferability, transparency and participation. The 

Board of Trustees of 2020 was elected on December 12, 2019 for a term of two years. There will be a 

newly formed one at the end of 2021. 

The highest governing body includes people who have taken on the responsibility for achieving the 

mission of the Ayb Educational Foundation.
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THE TECHNOLOGICAL 

WORLD 
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We must make our children’s education 
flexible and authentic. Today, the whole 
world, including the Ayb Educational 

Foundation, has changed the model of 

education, with the expectation of 

providing accessibility to everyone. 

For this purpose, together with our 

partners we created an environment 

and conditions in which each child can 

participate in competitions without any 

restrictions and at the same time develop 

computer skills. 

Due to the pandemic, it was impossible to 

organize mass school competitions at schools, 

but with the help of digital technologies, 

particularly our new educational platform, 

children got the opportunity to participate in 

Kangaroo and Meghu. The children of Artsakh 

also took part despite the war, the greatest trial 

ordeal for the people of Artsakh. The Tournament 

of Chemistry Students was held for the first time, 
thus becoming the first project of the Ayb 
Educational Foundation in the higher 

education system. The Tournament of Young 

Chemists was also held online, managing to 

involve many members of the “chemical” 

community.

The Ayb Educational Foundation held 

the Kangaroo and Meghu contests 

online for the first time, making the fans 
of mathematics and the Armenian 

language happy during the uncertain 

days of the pandemic. 
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Kangaroo Is Already in the Digital World

Bringing Kangaroo, the most popular school 

competition in the world of logical and fascinating 

problems, to the digital world for the first time, the 
Ayb Educational Foundation created new educational 

opportunities for the children of Armenia. 

More accessible, more open, more 

participatory—these were the goals of the competition.

In 2020, the online Kangaroo competition had 

more than 14 000 participants, and  25 of them 

were recognized as winners.

Kangarooo has 
been held in 
Armenia since 

Throughout these years 

participants from the 
Republic of Armenia and 
Artsakh joined this 
mathematical movement

2009

427 770
By the way, in 2023, Armenia, 

represented by the Ayb 

Educational Foundation, will 

host the annual meeting of

Association Kangourou sans 

Frontières, which proves the 

high level of positive experience 

of organizing and holding 

competitions in our country. 

History of Kangaroo in Armenia

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zH8dNRJujSE
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Graduate of Physics and Mathematics Specialized School named after 

A. Shahinyan

Ruben Gyagunts

Fifth-grade student at the Secondary School No. 

1 named after A. Sargsyan in Tegh village. 

He was the best in the Kangaroo 2019 and Meghu 2018 in Syunik. 

He has also become a winner of Kangaroo 2020 and Meghu 2020.

           I want to become a programmer and Kangaroo is a part of this path. I love this mathematical 

competition as it makes think and develops logic. My teacher brings additional tasks with her so 

that we can think more and prepare better for the competition. As one of the winners I visited a lot 

of interesting places and met interesting people in the capital this year. I have been much impressed 

particularly with the Zangak printing house; I found myself in the world of books, various books, 

adventures. Kangaroo’s problems are both easy and hard. But I am excited that these problems 

are not like the ones in the standard textbooks and require more thinking and logic. In my opinion, 

this is what makes Kangaroo different from other math contests—the problems are more diverse 
and interesting.

Kangaroo 2020

           Since I have always been enthusiastic about Kangaroo and math, I went to the Physics and 
Mathematics School with that love. Kangaroo is all about solving life problems. It makes life more 
interesting. There are so many logical things around us related to mathematics. I love logical and 
analytical thinking, which is exactly what Kangaroo teaches. Currently, besides applying to different 
universities, I am involved in volunteering. I am teaching the SAT test to children, as I am interested 
in Kangaroo contest’s  statistical data, which can serve as basis for very fascinating researches.

Grigori has participated in this competition every year since the third grade. 

He loves math and believes the first online Kangaroo was very innovative and 
considerably helped to save time.

Grigori Artazyan

Kangaroo 2020
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Larisa Hakobyan 

Kangaroo 2020

          I love Kangaroo and I always try to participate in it to develop my logical thinking. I tried to test 

my knowledge this time as well and participated in the first online Kangaroo. Even if I don’t take any 
place, I am still happy to have taken part in the competition as I can learn from my mistakes and 

improve my knowledge.

Larisa moved to Yerevan as a result of the war and has many dreams about her future. She 

wants to become a doctor. “I want to become a doctor as doctors do good to mankind. I will 

make sure that my work will help the soldiers. I have brought several books with me and I 

am studying at home. Regardless of anything happening around, we should continue to work 

and improve our knowledge,” says Larisa from Artsakh. She dreams of having her own chess 

school. She took the first place in the girls’ group under age 10 at the Republican Chess Tour-
nament held in Stepanakert.

Fifth-grade student at the School No. 9 named after H. Tumanyan 

in Stepanakert, awardee of Kangaroo 2020
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 New Partners of Ayb Competitions

teach
The Uteach educational platform was the first to 
respond to the problems in the field of education 
caused by the pandemic. Commited to its motto 

“Education Without Borders,” Uteach made it 
possible to hold the Kangaroo and Meghu 

competitions online. Uteach’s experience of 

collaborating with Ayb for the sake of education 

development is a good example of private 

sector’s corporate responsibility.

VLUME is the largest and leading Armenian 

digital library, which together with Ayb helps 

children to enrich their knowledge in the digital 

world as well, enabling users to read and listen 

to their favorite books on computers and 

mobiles, most importantly in the Armenian 

language. VLUME provided a free online 

subscription to all participants of the Meghu 

Armenian language contest, encouraging them to 

always stay connected with their mother tongue.

Thanks to high technologies, the ArLoopa 

application enabled our Kangaroo to 

communicate with children in virtual reality and 

to become a favorite educational companion 

for students.
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Serob Khachatryan

Education expert

                              Ayb’s competitions are non-standard; there’s a 
significant difference between our school curriculum and the 
assignments in these contests, which are mostly based on 
logics and creative approach. In that sense, we believe the platform 
data would provide a fairly interesting picture for education policy 
developers.

New Research Platform with Datamotus

In September 2020, in cooperation with Datamotus company, the online educational

 research platform for Ayb competitions was launched, filling the gap of highly demanded 
research resources and tools in the field of education. For already 10 years, the Ayb 
Educational Foundation has been organizing mass competitions. Within these years, it has 
built a large and comprehensive database which can be used for research activities in the 

field of education. 

The platform presents the analysis data of the Kangaroo, Meghu and Russian Bear Cub 

contests. Comparisons of the results of these three contests provide great opportunities to 

come up with new research hypotheses and to draw conclusions based on the data in the 

future.
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World Robot Olympiad

In 2020, the national round of the World 
Robot Olympiad was held in a new and 

unprecedented hybrid format. This year, the 

motto of the Armenian WRO tournament was 

“WeShallWin by creating; our 
country needs an engineering mind,”  

which emphasized the need to define 
robotics and natural sciences as priority 

areas in Armenia. 

The event brought together well-known 

people interested in robotics and 

technological future of Armenia, including 

David Yang, Ayb’s founder and member of 

the Board of Trustees of the Foundation. 
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WRO is a competition that promotes the 
teaching of robotics, programming and 

engineering at schools and encourages students 

to participate in international competitions and 

olympiads. 

The participating teams design and build a 

robot model that must be able to solve real 

problems.

All  tasks of the 2020 competition were related to 

climate issues. The robots had to solve different 
climate problems and reduce human fatalities by 

performing tasks with different degrees of 
complexity according to age groups. All  85 
countries of the WRO 2020 had 80 000  
participants aged 7-25 in the national and 

international rounds.

PhysMath NGN as the Winning Team 

9 teams from different educational institutions of 
Yerevan participated in the national round.

“Robotics can play a big role in the development of 

the country. Hard work can make it possible to create 

everything spanning from automated factories, service 

centers to military equipment. We are following the 

path of developing our country.”
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Tournament of Chemistry Students 

 

քիմիկոսների մրցաշար
Ուսանող

The Tournament of Chemistry Students was 

held for the first time. It is the logical contin-

uation of the Tournament of Young Chemists, 

which has been conducted for almost 10 years. 

The new project of the Ayb Educational Foun-

dation is aimed at identifying talented young 

people in the field of higher education.The aim 

of the Tournament of Chemistry Students is to 

increase young people’s interest in chemistry, to 

promote the development of this branch of science 

in our country and to contribute to the expansion 

and strengthening of the “chemical” community. 

5 student teams participated in the 

tournament. The winner of the first  
Tournament of Chemistry Students was the 

PR team, whose members represented 

Yerevan State University and Yerevan State 

Medical University.

Tournament of Chemistry Students 2020

OUR FIRST 

STUDENT 

COMPETITION

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kD48BBVfQpk






















https://support.khanacademy.org/hc/en-us?fbclid=IwAR37Z8rxZxIiLcq2gvT8qC3VsdXWIV6eg3mO4up4Xh4q7EtrVHSo4now7pk
















































https://ayb.am/en/supporters?fbclid=IwAR28ZJdFvLM86NQQExIJV8TC1xNT9W8tFRImXAITIDV_L_0jqkKzymKBFX0








https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aqHnGgtvPKc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMOUhbL-0_c


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x7cJk1j6-v4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCo2nSl2SzQ


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fpjy_Z3sOhI
































https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tufNWuZrXb0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q4Xu4yuUIOo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9XFZrOElts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VMM5kj5BDec






























https://donate.ayb.am/en





